Newport Cricket Club U/11 Girls Win Lady Taverners Welsh Cup

Newport Cricket Club Under 11 Girls Team sponsored by Herald Land England, capped a memorable season by winning the Lady Taverners, Welsh Cup Competition at the Welsh Finals Day, at Radyr Cricket Club recently. Having previously won the the Gwent region, the Newport girls were up against tough opposition from the champion clubs of the other counties of Wales.

Playing 8 a side, with four pairs batting for 2 overs, starting with 200 and losing 5 runs for every wicket lost, Newport faced four games in the round robin event. In their first game the Newport girls were drawn to play Whitland, the Pembrokeshire County Champions. Whitland batted first but could only manage a score of 210-2, with Megan Simkins and Charlotte Scarborough being the pick of the bowlers. In reply Newport had little problem in scoring 259-1, with Jess Thornton and Seren Williams top scoring with 10 runs each.

In their second game Newport played Lisvane. Newport batted first and scored 243-1 with Aimee Watson top scoring with 9. Lisvane found runs difficult to score against a good Newport bowling attack. Amy Harris, Grace Cook, Aimee Watson and Charlotte Scarborough all taking a wicket as Lisvane were restricted to 217-4, leaving Newport winners by 26 runs.

Newport’s third game was effectively the Final, as Cardiff had won all their previous games. Tight bowling by Cardiff restricted the Newport girls to 238-1. However, good bowling by all the Newport girls meant Cardiff also found runs difficult to score. Two wickets in two balls off the bowling of Jess Thornton, including a brilliant catch by Nicol Helkvist, swung the game Newport’s way. The last Cardiff batsmen needed 22 runs off the final two overs, but excellent bowling from Megan Simkins meant 16 runs were needed off the final over. Charlotte Scarborough bowled another excellent over and Cardiff needed 12 to win off the final two balls, Newport eventually winning by 5 runs in a close encounter.

The win set Newport up for their final match knowing that a win against Neath would be enough to win the tournament. The young Newport girls were however were soon in trouble, and despite Elsia Taylor-Wood top scoring with 7 runs, Newport could only muster 230-3, their lowest score of the day. Any doubts were quickly erased however, as Newport began to bowl, with Elsia Taylor-Wood continuing her good form, taking an early Neath wicket, and Aimme Watson also claiming a wicket in her over. However, the game was more or less decided in the 3rd over of the innings when Seren Williams bowled a fantastic over claiming 3 wickets, as Neath slipped to 185-5. It was a long way back from there, and with Amy Harris and Megan Simkins claiming further wickets, the Neath innings closed on 192 runs. Newport had kept their best bowling display of the day until last, winning by 38 runs.

Newport’s 100% record resulted in them becoming the inaugural U11 Lady Taverners Welsh Champions.

Team

Jess Thornton (capt)


Grace Cook

Charlotte Scaborough

Nicol Helkvist

Elsia Taylor-Wood

Aimee Watson


Absent on Holiday (Who both performed really well in the           Seren Williams 


County stages of the competition.)

Megan Simkins


Ellie Walpole

Amy Harris



Sophie Osborn

Any girls wishing to try Girls Cricket can contact Mike Knight at Newport Cricket Club (mike.knight2@ntlworld.com) 

