Newport Girls become Welsh Cricket Champions
One of the major successes of Newport Cricket Club in recent seasons has been the formation of a Girls Cricket Section and both the U/11 and U/13 teams became Welsh Champions at their respective Championships.
The Newport U/13 Girls team playing in their first Welsh Finals, overcame opposition from Whitland and Llanwrda in the 3 team play off at the Welsh Finals day. 
Newport Girl’s v Whitland

The Whitland game promised to be a tough encounter against a strong team who had been Welsh Girls winners on several occasions. The Lady Taverners matches are played over a 10 over format and the Newport Girls quickly demonstrated their class restricting Whitland to 39 – 4, with some excellent fielding and Harriet Coates taking 2 wickets for 6 runs. In reply Newport Girls comfortably reached their target scoring 79 – 2, Nicole Reid top scoring, retiring on 21.
With Whitland beating Llanwrda, Newport needed to win the final game against Llanwrda to become Welsh Champions and they didn’t disappoint. 
Newport Girl’s v Llanwrda
Batting first the Newport Girls performed brilliantly scoring 106 – 2 with outstanding batting from Izzy Berry 20 retired, Rose Evans 21 retired and Harriet Coates 19. The formidable target was too much for Llanwrda who could only muster 18 – 7, leaving Newport Girls as comfortable 88 run winners. 

Newport will now represent Wales in the Lady Taverners UK Finals at Ellesmere on August 24th, where they will meet opposition from some of the best girls cricket teams in the UK.
Newport Cricket Club’s Head Coach, Mike Knight commenting on the increase in Girls cricket said, ‘Cricket is a great game for girls to play and our experience tells us that, once given the opportunity, the girls really enjoy playing cricket and can’t wait to attend coaching sessions.’ 

The club is fully committed to developing Girls cricket further, with Newport’s girl cricketers receiving coaching from some of the club’s top coaches. The Girls will benefit  from weekly ‘Girls Only’ coaching sessions on a Tuesday evening (6.00-8.00pm). 

The club have big plans for Girls cricket and have entered two Girls’ teams in this season’s Gwent League. Current Club Coaches and Welsh Senior Ladies players, Naomi Williams-Wadley and Lauren Parfitt, have agreed to run the Under 12 Girls’ team, while Head Coach Mike Knight will run the U14 Girls’ Team.
With two older teams already established the club is now looking for younger girls to begin Under 7, Under 9 and Under 11 teams. The club caters for girl players of all ages and abilities who are given the opportunity to thoroughly enjoy the fun sessions, learning and playing the game, as well as improving their hand / eye co-ordination skills, which are so important in any sport. The structure at Newport CC is firmly in place and girl cricketers now have a great opportunity to play and progress through to Welsh level.
Knight said, ‘It’s an exciting venture and one that’s great to be involved in from the start. There are some excellent players in the Girls Section and they’re learning very quickly. Last season the U13 Girls Team represented Wales at the UK National Finals and we have high hopes to emulate that achievement again this season.  Several of the girls made their mark in the Welsh Girls’ teams, (who now run teams from the age of 11 upwards). We had four girls who played for Wales last season and we hope to double that this year,’ enthused Knight.
Any girls wishing to play girls’ cricket can attend the weekly coaching sessions at Newport Cricket Club (part of the Newport International Sports Village) on a Tuesday evening from 6.00-8.00pm). All kit will be provided.
If you require any further information you can contact:

Mike Knight, Tel: 01633663297 or 07793823294(M) or email  mike.knight2@ntlworld.com
