Newport CC Girls’ - UK U13 Lady Taverners Runners Up

Newport U13 Girls Cricket Club, sponsored by Herald Land England underlined their growing potential with a magnificent achievement in becoming the UK U13 Lady Taverners National Runners Up, at Ellesmere College. The girls produced memorable performances, before just failing in the U.K. Final against North London, by 21 runs.
The Newport girls, having earlier in the season won the U13 Lady Taverners’ Welsh Cup, faced the long trip to Ellesmere, representing Wales against the four Regional Winners of England :-

South West England
-     Finchampstead CC


Midlands 
 
-     Walmley CC


North England  
-     Penrith CC


South East England 
-     North London CC


Wales                          -     Newport

Newport’s first match was against Penrith. With games being 12 overs, Penrith batted first and were restricted to 29 runs for 5wkts. Sian Carrel being the pick of the bowlers, taking 3 wkts for 3 runs, and captain Izzy Berry taking 1wkt for 1 run. 

The Newport girls in reply, were always in control with Harriet Coates batting sensibly throughout the innings, before the winning runs were scored by Laura Dixon. Newport finishing on 44 - 4, winning by 15 runs.
Next up for Newport was the South West Champions, Finchampstead. Finchampstead batted first and got off to a flier with 27 runs scored off just 2 overs and 42 off 4 overs. However, good bowling from Nicole Reid 2 wkts for 3 runs, along with vital wickets from Harriet Coates and Izzy Berry reduced the Finchampstead final total to just 56 - 4.

Excellent batting from Newport saw them pass the Finchampstead total without losing a wicket. Harriet Coates 21 retired, Georgia Parfitt 17 not out and Nicole Reid 17 not out finally seeing Newport to 84 – 0, winning by 28 runs.

Following a prolonged period of rain which threatened to spoil the day, games were reduced to just 6 overs. A win for Newport in their third game against Walmley, would mean Newport would progress through to the final against North London, who had previously won all their games. However, the game against Walmley proved to be the closest game of the day. Walmley batted first and good bowling by Nicole Reid and Izzy Berry restricted them to just 5 runs off 2 overs. Further tight overs from Charlotte Scarborough and Sian Carrel and a great catch on the boundary by Sian, resulted in Walmley eventually scoring 40-1 off their 6 overs. 
Harriet Coates and Georgia Parfitt were proving to be a formidable opening partnership for Newport, but runs were hard to come by against some accurate Walmley bowling. However, a towering six by Nicole Reid with just 2 overs remaining, eased the tension and Newport eventually passed their target with just 4 balls remaining. Georgia Parfitt scoring14 not out and Nicole Reid 12 not out. Newport finally finishing on 45 – 1, winning by just 5 runs, to claim their place in the Final.
In the Final they played North London who were a very strong team, but with just 18 runs on the board after 3 overs, Newport were well in the game. A flurry of late runs however, meant they finally totalled 48 – 4 off their 6 overs, with Izzy Berry claiming 2 wickets, and Charlotte Scarborough and Sian Carrel both claiming one wicket each.

The North London bowlers bowled an immaculate line and length and the Newport girls found runs really difficult to score. With runs at a premium and wickets falling regularly, only Georgia Parfitt with 13 offered any real resistance as the Newport innings finally closed on 27 – 4, leaving North London winners by 21 runs.

Newport Cricket Club coach, Mike Knight complimented the girls on an outstanding performance,

‘Finishing as Runners Up in the whole of the UK is a tremendous achievement and augers well for the future development of Girls and Ladies cricket at Newport Cricket Club.’
The girls were presented with their trophies and commemorative T-Shirts by the England ladies captain Charlotte Edwards.

Team
Izzy Berry (Capt.)

Harriet Coates

Georgia Parfitt

Nicole Reid

Laura Dixon

Sian Carrel

Charlotte Scarborough

Sophie Osborn

Megan Atkins
Rose Evans 

Tabby Atwood

